
September Meeting
To celebrate the upcoming State Fair, our Septem-
ber general meeting is a showing of ‘A Fair to Re-
member’, a colorful historical documentary about 
the Great State Fair of Texas. This film takes you 
on a roller-coaster ride chronicling the history of 
the Fair, from inception in 1886 to today, the larg-
est, longest-running Fair in the country. Dramatic 
archival footage, alluring interviews and dazzling 
animation captures the heart of Texas—big, spir-
ited and brazenly proud!

We will screen the movie on the rooftop level of 
Sundown at Granada, 3520 Greenville Avenue 
(next to the historic Granada Theater). Sundown 
has a wide selection of beers (Tuesday is 1/2 price 
draft beer all night), specialty cocktails, farm-to-
table food featuring grass-fed beef, flatbreads, veg-
an and vegetarian options. Parking is free in the 
lot behind the Granada Theater. Meeting begins at 
7pm; cash bar and food; movie screening starts at 
sundown (approx. 7:45).  

Film creators and area residents Allen Mondell and 
Cynthia Salzman Mondell are our special guests. 
They’ll introduce their film and answer questions. 
Together, Cynthia and Allen have been making 
award-winning docu-dramas, documentary films 
and videos for over 30 years. Their work explores 
a wide range of subjects, always with the goal of 

personalizing often complex social problems. Many 
of their films have aired nationwide on public tele-
vision, cable and at festivals worldwide.  

One order of VPNA business prior to the screening 
is Committee. The function of the committee is to 
prepare a slate of nominees to serve on the 2016 
VPNA Board, which will be elected at the Novem-
ber Annual meeting. 

SMart Classroom Fundraiser
Please join in helping us support Lee Elementa-
ry! You can donate to the Vickery Place Smart-
Classroom Fundraiser on the homepage of  
vickeryplace.com through October. 

Bulk Trash
Week of the 2nd Monday

Don’t Set Out Trash Before: 
Thursday, September 10th

Pick Up Week September 14th - 18th
Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up

Every Monday

Volume 34, Issue 09 SEPTEMBER 2015

Next VPNA General Meeting
Tuesday, September 15th, 7:00pm

Sundown at Granada



August Meeting Recap –  
Back to School

Those who attended the August general meet-
ing at Robert E. Lee Elementary School saw 
first-hand how a ‘Smart’ digital unit works 
and its potential for many classroom appli-
cations. Ms. Rhonda Barnwell, the new IB  
(International Baccalaureate) Coordinator at 
REL, rolled one of their digital white boards into 
the Science Lab to demonstrate how the laptop 
with projector, document camera, remote control 
and specially designed markers interface.

The Science Lab where we met was made possible 
with the hours of hard work from Vickery Place 
residents, and Lee parents, Luke Rice and Jenn 
Kohler. Luke and Jenn transformed the Science 
Lab from a storage room last year, amongst many 
other contributions they’ve made to Lee. Luke has 
written and assisted with multiple grants award-
ed to Lee PTA and Project Refresh. Their teams of 
UTSW scientists have also been volunteer collabo-
rators on student projects.

Ms. Barnwell, who walked us through the Smart 
Classtoom demonstration, comes to Lee from J.L. 
Long Middle School. She was a part of the IB au-
thorization process while at Long Middle School, 
which prepared her for her role as IB Coordinator 
at Lee. 

Robert E. Lee is now a Candidacy School for the 
Primary Years Programme of the IB. The candi-
dacy year will be a time of learning and growing 
for staff, students and parents. Ms. Barnwell is so 
proud to be a part of the staff at Lee, and knows 
that they are going to continue to build on the 
great things already happening on campus.

A big ‘Thank You’ goes out to Ms. Barnwell for tak-
ing time out of her busy schedule, Principal Ran-
som for allowing us to meet at the school, the PTA, 
and the parents and neighbors who donated sup-
plies and attended the meeting.  

Lee is fortunate to have all but 10 classrooms 
equipped with Smart digital units. With your con-
tribution, they will have one more! 

To make a donation to the Vickery Place Smart 
Classroom Fundraiser Challenge (which will be 
matched by VPNA), go to www.vickeryplace.com.
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Charming light and bright cottage near M streets complete with 
hardwoods, three living areas, three nice sized bedrooms, kitchen with 

stainless appliances, arched doorways and newer roof! 
  

Visit www.vickiwhitehomes.com or call 214.534.1305  
 

 
 

Did you know the rate of price growth in North Texas is nearly DOUBLE the national average? 
Due to low inventory, home prices continue to rise... find out what this means for YOU- whether 

buying, selling or investing.  Contact our team of experts today! 

EXPECT MORE 

with 

 
  &  

STEPHANIE IRVIN 
469.247.3632 

stephanie.irvin@winansbhg.com 
 

 
 

 

  

A neighbor you 
can count on to 
get your home 

SOLD! 

 



VPNA YARD OF THE MONTH—september
September’s Yard of the Month at 5301 Belmont 
features xeriscaping with a welcoming Texas flair.  
It is home to newlyweds, Ali and Joe Batir. Ali is 
a third generation Dallasite who appreciates Dal-
las past and present; she is the property manager 
for the Ambassador Hotel, a Dallas treasure now 
under renovation. Joe grew up in the Chicago area 
around Joliet. When Ali’s dad renovated the 1922 
bungalow he let her stay in it until it sold. Ali 
Gatewood fell in love with the house, Joe fell in  
love with Ali and now it is home to both.

Xeriscaping was important when it came time to 
plan the landscaping and the cacti, agave, lantana 
and decomposed granite complete the picture. Joe 
likes the rosemary, as he favors edible landscapes, 
and they maintain a herb and vegetable garden in 
the backyard. Future plans include another layer 
of decomposed granite and  the comple-
tion of Joes PhD in geophysics.  

As with all Yard Of the Month winners, 
the Batirs will receive a $50 gift certifi-
cate from North Haven Gardens.
~ submitted by Beautification Committee, 
Debbie Simurda & Mary Kay Henley

Bring your best  
for “HarvestFest”!

Join us for the inaugural HarvestFest, 
Saturday, October 31st on the grounds 
of Robert E Lee Elementary from 4-6pm! 
We are excited to bring this community 
celebration to all of our friends and neigh-
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bors! You can look forward to cool raffle prizes, 
costume contests, great music with local DJ Wes 
Garrett, Trick-or-treating with neighborhood busi-
nesses and many more fun activities. Come one, 
come FALL!

We need your help! By sponsoring our local elemen-
tary, you are not only supporting this event…but 
also impacting a number of programs including In-
ternational Baccalaureate initiatives, technology 
upgrades, school garden improvements and teach-
er/student supplies. We appreciate your generos-
ity and are excited about partnering with you this 
academic year. For details on our levels of sponsor-
ship, please contact Staci Howie at 214-926-2746, 
or stacihowie@gmail.com

2015 Board of Directors
President - Selena Urquhart

Secretary - Pam Thomas
Treasurer - Wally Bettes

Members at Large:
Beth Bentley, Tim Clyde, Rob Irvin, 

Gary Hicks,  Debbie Simurda, Joe Penland

Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.

Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com  
For sponsorship rates and information 

email info@vickeryplace.org

7700 Northaven Rd. 75230  
Open Daily  214-363-5316 
NHG.com 
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Pumpkin Perfection 
Decorative + Edible Gourds for Every Taste 


