
Walking and Biking the streets
With neighbors working, schooling, and summer 
vacationing from home due to the pandemic, many 
take to the streets to get fresh air and daily exer-
cise.  The north/south cross streets (Worcola, Glen-
coe, Laneri, Homer) are especially popular as they 
are wide enough to allow for social distancing.  

Please follow these simple guidelines for better 
flow and less ‘zig-zagging’ when you encounter fel-
low neighbors.

Walking on Roadway (according to the Texas 
Transportation Code): Walk on the left-hand side 
of the roadway, facing oncoming traffic.  If a car is 
approaching, walk single file on the shoulder or as 
close to the shoulder as possible.  

Biking on Roadway (according to the Texas Trans-
portation Code): Bicycles are considered vehicles 
in Texas. That means cyclists must follow the 
same rules of the road as cars—travel in the same 
direction as the flow of traffic, obey traffic signs 
and signals, and indicate when turning.  Use bike 
lanes when provided or otherwise ride as close to 
the shoulder as possible.

Now let’s all get some exercise!  And share our 
roads responsibly and safely. 

New Residential Complex on Richmond 
Atlanta-based developer RangeWater Real Estate 
purchased a 1.25-acre tract of land in the 5700 
block of Richmond Avenue and have begun exca-
vation for a new rental community development.  
The property was once the site of Pietro’s Italian 
restaurant, which served the Lower Greenville 
community for more than 50 years.  Pietro Eusta-
chio was a native of Palermo, Italy, and raised his 
family and ran the restaurant on Richmond Av-
enue for 55 years, closing in 2017.

The planned 80 ft. high, 8 story residential devel-
opment, will consist of 236 dwelling units with 3 
levels of underground parking.  Adjacent to a one-
story restaurant and two-story apartments, this 
will be the tallest building on Lower Greenville.  

This land is part of 
Planned Development 
167 (PD167), which 
passed City Council 
in 1983.  While the al-
lowed zoning regula-

tions for PD167 have not yet been fully realized, 
the 2018 re-platting of the five parcels that make 
up this new complex, enabled for a much larger de-
velopment. The projected completion date for the 
structure is the latter part of 2022.

Bulk Trash Pickup is the 
Week of the 2nd Monday

Don’t Set Out Trash Before: Thurs, July 9th
Pick Up Week July 13th-17th

Weekly Trash & Recycling Pick-up 
Every Monday
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Next VPNA General Meeting

Meetings are suspended for the time being.

Let’s Be Careful Out There
Sergeant Phil Esterhaus (Hill St Blues)



NAMING CONVENTIONS
This is an historical look at the naming of a street 
in Dallas based on contemporary documentation 
and reporting.

The Dallas City Directory of 1927 lists Goodwin 
as beginning at Keating Avenue, north of Vick-
ery Blvd and extended east beyond Concho, that 
last street before what we now know as Skillman. 
In 1927 Skillman Street began at Junius and ex-
tended as far north as Swiss Avenue. Another seg-
ment of what is now Skillman was listed in 1927 
as Raitman, beginning at Oram, four blocks east 
from Greenville Avenue, and extending north to 
Goodwin Avenue. In the directory there were no 
houses or businesses listed, and it was an undevel-
oped stretch of future road, basically a dirt track.

By the following directory of 1928 Raitman was no 
more, and the blocks had been renamed Lindbergh 
Boulevard. Charles Lindbergh was just 25 when 
he flew non-stop from New York to Paris on May 
20th, 1927. This adventure created a lot of enthu-
siasm across the world, and particularly in the US. 
In December, 1927, he was awarded the Medal 
of Honor. His exploits were lucrative and he very 
quickly became a wealthy man, a popular figure, 
his opinions being sought far and wide.

Lindbergh, in 1940, was recruited by ‘America 
First’, an antiwar grouping, wanting to keep the 
US out of the war in Europe. In Des Moines, Sep-
tember 11th, 1941, he spoke at a rally condemning 
supporters of taking the US into the war saying,  
“I am not attacking either the Jewish or the Brit-
ish people. Both races, I admire. But I am saying 
that the leaders of both the British and the Jew-
ish races, for reasons which are as understandable 
from their viewpoint as they are inadvisable from 
ours, for reasons which are not American, wish to 
involve us in the war.” 

His arguments against war, although still a minor-
ity viewpoint, were quite popular at the time and 
in and of themselves were representing a thread of 
mainstream dissonance. But he had also espoused 
views that suggested a deeper anti-Semitism, an 
interest in eugenics, and racial attitudes that even 
then seemed reprehensible. The Des Moines Reg-
ister decried his speech as “so intemperate, so un-
fair, so dangerous in its implications that it can-
not but turn many spadefuls in the digging of the 

grave of his influence in this country.” The town 
of Little Falls, MN, where he was born, took his 
name off its water tower. 

Against this background there was a reaction in 
Dallas that saw his views as being un-American 
and members of the city council were aghast at 
what they thought the Lindbergh street name rep-
resented to them.

In the Dallas Morning News, Thursday, Decem-
ber 4th, 1941, a front-page report announced “City 
Retires Lindbergh Street Name”. City Councilmen 
had voted to rename the street Skillman. “Elimi-
nation of the name of the former hero came at 
the end of a fight of several months duration by 
Frank Holaday and others”. Before you could even 
say ‘Residential Proximity Slope’ they “overruled 
members of the City Plan Commission who voted 
against a new name”. But as soon as “new baked 
enamel” street signs became available they would 
be installed and as of that date Lindbergh Boule-
vard was consigned to the archives of local history.

The newspaper report also added that “Skillman 
Street from Swiss to Mockingbird assumed the sta-
tus of a major thoroughfare only a few months ago 
after it had been surfaced. Prior to that time it was 
principally a narrow route, impassable in many 
sections where an open ditch took up most of the 
existing right of way”.

In the 1942 City Directory Skillman Street had 
only a couple of dozen houses and businesses and 
still started at Junius as it does to this day, and ex-
tended as far north as Mockingbird, although the 
Directory only had it as far as Penrose.

William Francis Skillman was a much less con-
troverisal figure, a banker who was President and 
General manager of Prudential Building and Loan 
Association. He died in 1936.

The name Lindbergh returned to the streets of Dal-
las in 1975 as a Drive in the White Rock Hills area.

Article contributed by Dallas Walker

SAVING WATER IN THE BATHROOM
Toilets: Did you know the American Water Works 
Association (AWWA) estimates that toilets use 
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the most water indoors at an average of 20 gallons 
per person per day? That adds up to 7,200 gallons 
per person per year. Toilet engineering has come a 
long way since 1994. High efficiency toilets (HETs) 
are more powerful than older toilets and use only 
1.28 gallons per flush. Toilets older than 1994 use 
between 3 and 5 gallons per flush. Some very old 
toilets use up to 7 gallons per flush! By installing 
one of these new HETs you can save over 4,000 gal-
lons per person per year. If you are a Dallas Water 
Utilities customer you may qualify for a voucher to 
help replace up to two toilets in your home. Check 
your toilet for leaks, and repair them promptly. 
Toilets frequently leak around the flapper valve, 
wasting 200 gallons or more per day. To check for 
leaks, put a few drops of food coloring in the tank of 
your toilet. Do not flush the toilet for 10 to 15 min-
utes. After that time, if the bowl shows traces of 
food coloring, you have a leak. The flapper valve of 
the toilet should be checked in this manner at least 
once a year. Be sure to replace the flapper valve 
with the correct size for your toilet. The wrong size 
will significantly reduce your toilet’s efficiency.

Bathing: Take shorter showers and install a low-
flow showerhead (one that dispenses less than 3 
gallons per minute). According to the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the aver-
age family could save 2,900 gallons per year by in-
stalling WaterSense® labeled showerheads. These 
products provide a satisfactory shower that is equal 
to or better than conventional showerheads on the 
market. You can have an invigorating shower, 
with no reduction in water pressure and still use 
half the water of a less efficient showerhead. 
Newer showerheads have switches that allow 
you to stop the water flow while soaping up or 
washing your hair.

Also: Turn off your faucet when brushing your 
teeth or shaving.

From the Dallas City website

Imprinted History 
Vickery Place neighborhood was developed 
over 100 years ago, and much of the original 
construction still exists. While strolling the 
sidewalks of VP, a careful observer can discov-
er tell-tale signs of yesteryear right beneath 
their feet, the contract company logos stamped 
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into the concrete. Due to soil expansion, spread of 
tree roots, and wear and tear, sidewalks fall into 
disrepair. Consequently, many of the old sidewalks 
are being replaced. Before they are all gone, take 
time to find and examine the imprint stamps of 
companies that installed them and take a moment 
to consider the hard work that still serves us today.

 

 

Robert & Stephanie Irvin, Realtor® 
972.741.3348 | 469.247.3632 

 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 
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2020 Board of Directors
President - Rob Irvin

Vice President - Kathryn Hunteman
Secretary - Courtney Mills

Treasurer - Debbie Simurda

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Brad Sobczak, Joey Corona,

John Cross, Lyle Burgin, Sam Barnes

Vickery Place’s newsletter is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.

Editor: alun@vickeryplace.com  

For sponsorship rates and information 
email info@vickeryplace.org

VP Yard of the Month - July 2020
Congratulations to our July Yard of the Month - 
The O’Brien family of 5307 Richard Avenue! 

Angela, Mike, and their two children are new ad-
ditions to the Vickery Place neighborhood, having 
moved here only 6 short months ago.  The family 
was looking for a home closer to their daughter’s 
school, and Angela wanted a manageably sized 
yard to flex her green thumb.  

Angela enlisted a garden professional whom she 
worked with at previous residences to make her 
vision come to life.  The colorful, yet low mainte-
nance, front yard landscaping pops against the 
neutral backdrop of the white house, and curved 
garden beds soften the clean lines of the home.  

The theme of color and curves is also mirrored in 
the backyard.  Low voltage lighting was added for 
illumination, and the side yard has seen the addi-
tion of a raised bed for herbs and vegetables.  An-
gela is the herb gatherer, and Mike is the chef.  A 
screened-in outdoor living space was the family’s 
favorite place to hang out this past spring.      

We’d like to express our continued appreciation 
to North Haven Gardens for their support of our 
Yard of the Month program.  The O’Brien family 
will receive a $50 NHG gift card to continue their 
gardening pursuits! #northhavengardens #wewil-
lbloomagain

Gardening Tip from Angela: If delicate plants, like 
hydrangeas, are getting hammered by the strong 
Texas sun, set up shade cloth to get them over the 
hump of our hottest months.

Bulk Trash Collections
Effective July 1 there will be a maximum of 10 
cubic yards of brush and bulky trash pickup once 
per month. Once a year there will be an exception 
of 20 cubic yards of brush and bulky trash pickup 
allowed (must call 311 the week before set out to 
claim your  Quantities set out above these limits 
will be measured, photographed, picked up and 
then billed on your City of Dallas Utility Bill (the 
fee will be assessed at a rate of $60 per five cubic 
yards over the limit, billed in five cubic yard incre-
ments).     http://curbsidemanners.com/

Check out the new VICKERYPLACE.COM where 
you can buy T-Shirts ($20) and Plaques ($130 - in-
cludes mounting kit) or to donate to the Neighbor-

hood Association!

Sign up for the Neighborhood Association digital 
newsletter online!


