
August general meeting
For our August general meeting, Mark Doty, author of the new book 
Lost Dallas, will present a sampling of buildings, neighborhoods, 
and sites that have been lost and even forgotten since the city’s 
modest beginning in 1841.  

Please note that this meeting has been moved to WEDNESDAY, 
August 8th, instead of our usual 2nd Thursday of the month.

Mark, who works as a senior planner and historic preservation officer for the city of Dallas, drew from 
a wide range of sources, including private collections, the extensive Dallas Morning News archive, 
the Southern Methodist University Hamon Arts Library, and the City of Dallas Municipal Archives 
Collection.  

Mark says that the best part of writing this book was “…learning so much more about the city where I 
chose to live. While it is bittersweet to see and document what has been destroyed here, it has heightened 
my awareness of what is still here - which is quite a bit. My hope is that people will take the book, walk 
or drive around their neighborhood or other parts of the 
city, and see not only what has been lost, but also what is 
still there.” Lost Dallas is an excellent resource for amateur 
historians or people who love learning about Dallas’ past.  
Please come join us on Wednesday and experience firsthand 
Mark’s inspiring work.

NOTE:  Lost Dallas is currently sold out, but Mark will have 
copies a few days after our meeting. At our meeting, you can 
prepay with cash or a check payable to Mark Doty.  Cost 
is $22/book (including tax). VPNA will deliver your book to 

your doorstep!  

Lost Dallas can 
be also purchased 
online at Acadia 
Publishing (www.
arcadiapubl ish ing .
com) and Barnes & 
Noble (http://www.
barnesandnoble.com).
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Local Happenings
Attention All New Robert E. Lee Families,
Come to a Popsicle Party to meet your new 
classmates and their parents on Saturday,  
August 25th at 3pm at Tietze Park.
~ Anna Short

CRIMEWATCH TIP
While delivering my Vickery Place newsletter route 
last month (which I happened to do on Sunday 
morning), I noticed several houses had delivered 
packages left on their front porches, a few days’ 
worth of mail still in the mailbox, and more than 
one newspaper on the front lawn.
  

These are all telltale signs that the resident is 
out of town for the weekend or longer—this is an 
open invitation for burglars! If you are going on 
vacation or have to travel for business, arrange 
for a neighbor to pick up your mail, door tags, 
packages and newspapers, put your lights on 
timers, give the appearance that your house 
is occupied. Have a safe and happy summer!   
~ Beth Bentley, Vickery Place newsletter carrier

Resume-Building Opportunities 
with VPNA

Are you a high school senior, recent graduate or 
seasoned veteran looking to expand your career 
opportunities and boost your resume? If so, why 
not help yourself and the neighborhood? 

VPNA, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, has 
these resume-building positions available:

VPNA Marketing and Advertising Coordinators:  

Manage VPNA’s relationship with local 
professionals and merchants (retail and bar/
restaurant) to market VPNA. Solicit tax-
deductible donations and event sponsorships. Sell 
monthly advertising space in our newsletter and 
website. Coordinate and manage online ads for our 
sponsors. Begin with our existing client base and 
then bring on new clients!

Newsletter Distributor:   

Each month, several VPNA volunteers deliver 
1100 newsletters to our neighbors. Before they can 
do this job, our Newsletter Distributor receives the 
newsletters from the printer and then distributes 
the appropriate number to each newsletter carrier.   
This is only a once-a-month commitment (and of 
course we can provide backup when you are on 
vacation). Our printer delivers the newsletters 
to your house the Friday night before the second 
Thursday of the month. Then you divide and 
distribute to the carriers on Saturday.  

If you are interested in either of these volunteer 
positions, or have other ideas on how you want to 
help VPNA, please send an email to info@vpna.org.  
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CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON  
  Saturday, September 15th 9:30-10:30 AM  
   Saturday, October 20th 9:30-10:30 AM  

       Saturday, November 17th 9:30-10:30 AM  
Saturday, December 15th 9:30-10:30 AM  

 AT 
CENTRAL MARKET 

10720 Preston Rd.  
Dallas, Texas 75230 

 By composting we can reduce the amount of waste we send to the landfill.  
In fact, at least 30% of the material sent to the landfill is organic  

and could be composted at home. Composting at home is easy:  
Join us for a free class to learn how  

you can compost in your own backyard.  

Spaces are limited so please call us  
now at 214-670-4475 to reserve your seat.  
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Sanitation Services
Brush and Bulk Collection

Once-a-month collection from the front curb 
includes large limbs, shrubbery, bagged leaves (in 
sealed bags with a maximum 50 gallon capacity), 
furniture, appliances, mattresses and box springs. 
Items must be on the front curb for collection no 
later than 7:00 A.M. the Monday of our pick-up 
week. (See the front page of this newsletter.)

It is also important to remember that items should 
not be set out for pick up earlier than 7:00 A.M. 
on the Thursday preceding your collection week 
(see the Bulk Collection Calendar for early setout 
dates).

Do not put bagged grass clippings, new construction 
or remodeling materials such as lumber or roofing 
materials out for brush collection. Call 311 or (214) 
670-5111 when calling from outside the city limits 
to get a free estimate on the City of Dallas’ Cost 
Plus service to pick up construction or remodeling 
materials. 

Please note that bricks, concrete, rocks, dirt, paint, 
oil and hazardous containers are not collected in 
either the Cost Plus or regular brush and bulky 
trash collection services.

National night out 2012
National Night Out 2012 – October 2nd

The 29th Annual National Night Out (NNO) 
program will take place on Tuesday, October 2nd in 
Texas. NNO 2011 involved over 37 million people 
in 15,325 communities from all 50 states, U.S. 
territories, Canadian cities, and military bases 
worldwide. National Night Out 2012 is expected to 
be the largest ever. 

National Night Out, a year-long community 
building campaign, is designed to: (1) Heighten 
crime prevention awareness; (2) Generate support 
for, and participation in, local anticrime programs; 
(3) Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-
community partnerships; and (4) Send a message 
to criminals letting them know that neighborhoods 
are organized and fighting back.

Email info@vpna.org if you are interested in 
volunteering to help with set up, the kids area, the 
raffle, or clean up. It’s a great way to get to know 
your neighbors!

SALES TAX HOLIDAY
August 17 - 19, 2012

In 2012, Texas shoppers get a break from state 
and local sales taxes on Aug. 17, 18 and 19—the 
state’s annual tax holiday. Lay-away plans can be 
used again this year to take advantage of the sales 
tax holiday. 

The law exempts most clothing, footwear, school 
supplies and backpacks priced under $100 from 
sales and use taxes, which could save shoppers 
about $8 on every $100 they spend.



LOCAL HISTORY: 101 YEARS AGO
Our neighborhood website at www.vickeryplace.
com has small, but growing, history section which 
is well worth a visit.

This is the original survey of the farms of J. 
M. Patterson, Jacob Hart and John W. Smith, 
recorded on August 12, 1911...101 years ago this 
month!

The annotations on the survey are fascinating. On 
the left is the H&TC Rail Road, which would one 
day become US-75 (Central). 

On the right, modern-day Greenville Avenue is 
labeled as “Richardson Pike  Ross Ave Extension”. 
Henderson and Knox were separated, and the 
area currently occupied by Vickery Towers has the 
annotation “Caruth Place”. 

The street names are also quite different south of 
Bonita. Belmont Ave is instead labeled as “Laurel  
Ave”, but Melrose Avenue has retained its name. 

Vickery Place is now bounded on the South by 
Belmont. This first old survey that tells a different 
story. Additional research on the web tells us that 
“Marbrau Ave” was changed to “Richmond Ave” in 
1933-1934. 

Another surprise 
is that Glencoe 
used to be called 
“Grand View”. That 
name change also 
happened in 1933-
1934. 

The 500 lots shown 
here commanded the 
lofty sum of $85,000. 
In 2012 dollars, that 
is  $18.7 million,  
about or just over 
$37,400 per lot.

For a larger version 
of the image 
visit the website, 
vickeryplace.com, 
where you will find 
this and much more!
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  Paul
           

 Find Your Fitness

Paul Atkinson had too much weight and too little energy. 
With a disciplined, supervised personal training program, 
along with consistent participation in a weight loss 
program, he shed pounds and inches and gained strength. 
Now he can bench-press 325 pounds. � at’s the power of 
personal training. 

50% off the enrollment fee when you join, or 
join with a friend and both receive 75% off. 

Call 214.820.7872 or visit LandryFitness.com

lost 55 lbs

       and 14” in his waist

©2011 Baylor Health Care System
LANDRY_233 VPN  CE 9.11

We’re on Facebook  
and Twitter!  
Follow us!

Jeff Castro’s Tree Service
 
Recently we noticed a large branch hanging from 
one of the trees in front of our house that was 
getting close to our neighbor’s driveway as well as 
obstructing the height clearance in the street.
 
I called Jeff Castro (a long time supporter and 
advertiser with Vickery Place) late morning, 
left him a voice mail to which he immediately 
responded saying he had nothing scheduled for 
our area until later in the week.  However, the 
next call from Jeff was only two hours later when 
he informed me that the broken limb along with 
another at the side of our home had been removed. 
Jeff just asked if we could mail him a check for his 
services when convenient for us.
 
There are a lot of businesses that could benefit 
from extending this type of customer service. My 
experience with Jeff has always been extremely 
positive and cost effective.  

~Debbie Simurda

West Nile Virus Spraying
 
Preventing mosquito bites is the best way to avoid 
getting the West Nile Virus, and the elderly are 
particularly susceptible. Remember the Four Ds:

• DRAIN standing water in your yard and 
neighborhood. Standing water can be found in 
swimming pools that are not kept clean, ponds, 
pet watering dishes, birdbaths, potted plants, 
old tires, empty containers, toys and clogged 
rain gutters.

• DUSK/DAWN are the times of day you should 
stay indoors when mosquitoes are most active.

• DRESS in long-sleeved shirts and wear pants 
when you are outside. Spray thin clothing with 
insect repellent.

• DEET (N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide) is an 
ingredient to look for in your insect repellent.

~Angela Hunt
Dallas City Council member for District 14

You can find a link to the map of the areas the City 
of Dallas has sprayed this year for West Nile on 
vickeryplace.com.



August YARD OF THE MONTH
Brian and Heather Gream moved into their 
new Craftsman home that Brian constructed 
from the ground up in 2007. From the 
beginning the beds that surround the home 

framed the classic 
Craftsman design.  

The stacked rock 
beds lend a rustic 

feel to the curb appeal and the copper rain 
chains look extremely authentic with the 
architecture.  Currently the beds are spilling 
over with native Texas plants like wild 
sunflower, which is thriving in the heat, pink 

and sunny yellow Desert Sunset lantana, 
verdant sweet potato vine, functional and 
fragrant citronella and dusty green juniper 
ground cover.  

Their front side yard is also fertile and well-
tended with three raised vegetable gardens 
brimming with purple hull peas, bell peppers, 
yellow grape tomatoes, squash vines, collards 
and chard. This time of the summer in 
Dallas, plants are usually withering while 
the Greams plantings are all as tall as their 
5-year-old daughter, Bell and a good head 
taller than new baby, Banyan. The Gream 
family will be awarded with a $50 gift card to 
North Haven Gardens so maybe they can add 
to their fall vegetable harvest. 
~Anna Short
Beautification Committee Chair

2012 Board of Directors
President – Mark Rieves

Vice-President – Selena Urquhart
Treasurer – Greg O’Shea

Secretary – Debbie Simurda 
Members at Large:

Beth Bentley       Allan Cano
Julie Do     Mary Kay Henley

Will Short  

The Vickery Place Neighborhood News is published by  
Vickery Place Neighborhood Association.  

For sponsorship rates and information  
email info@vickeryplace.org
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For newsletter article submissions or questions  

email: newsletter@vickeryplace.com

Like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/VickeryPlace 
 

Find us online at VickeryPlace.org
 

Sign up for  
neighborhood  
crime watch &  
e-newsletter emails  
at VickeryPlace.org


